Grade: 6 Quarter: 1
Unit 1: The Power of Choice
	By the end of the unit, students will answer the following writing prompt: In the Giver, many characters in the novel view individuality and society differently.  Think about the point of view of the Elders, Jonas and the Giver in relation to the choice they make regarding whether to maintain their individuality or to conform to the beliefs of the community for the benefit of the society as a whole.  Which point of view do you most agree with?  Is it better to maintain your individuality or to conform for the greater good of the community?  
Write an argument defending your position on the role of choice in society.  Support your argument with evidence from the text, citing specific examples from the point of view of the Elders, Jonas or the Giver.  Be sure to introduce your claim clearly, organize your evidence and reasons clearly in order to demonstrate understanding of the text. 
*If you choose to use a different text, modify the prompt to the text you chose, maintaining the same essential question around the role of choice in society.

	Week
	Mentor text
	Supplemental text/Multimedia
	Standards
	Informal Assessment

	
	
	
	Reading
	Writing
	Speaking/Listening
	Language
	

	1
	The Giver, by Lois Lowry, 

Ch 1-5

	Photographs by Nikki S. Lee address conformity in society: http://www.mocp.org/detail.php?t=objects&type=all&f=&s=nikki+lee&record=0
· The Hispanic Project #18, 1998

· The Skateboarders Project #7, 2000

The Yuppie Project #4, 1998
YouTube on Point of View - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOjCbL60SRE
	Standard:
RL.6.1, RL.6.6
Strategy/Skill: 

· Point of View
· Inferences
· Pronouns

	W.6.5, W.6.10
	SL.6.1, SL.6.2, SL.6.6
	L.6.6
	· Close Read of Photo

· Point of View Quick Write 
· Two-Column Notes


	2
	The Giver, by Lois Lowry,
Ch 6-11


	· Quote ("Collectivism, unlike individualism, holds the group as the primary, and the standard of moral value." -- Mark Da Cunha)
· Political Cartoons http://www.houseofpaine.org/images/anarchy_toon.jpg and http://stephanrinke84.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/1a1.jpg
	Standard:
RL.6.1, RL.6.6
Strategy/Skill: 

· Point of View
· Inferences
· Connotations of words

	W.6.5
	SL.6.1, SL.6.6
	L.6.5, L.6.6
	· Two-Column Notes
· Quote and Political Cartoon questions – Writing
· Connotation sentences
· Argumentative Writing – based on individualism/collectivism

	3
	The Giver, by Lois Lowry,
Ch 12-15
	“The Road Not Taken,” by Robert Frost
Theme https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4qME64SkxM 
	Standard:
RL.6.1, RL.6.2
Strategy/Skill: 

· Theme
· Inferences

· Claim/Evidence/Warrant


	W.6.1. W.6.9
	SL.6.1, SL.6.6
	L.6.5, L.6.6
	· Theme of the poem “The Road not Taken”
· Theme of the Giver – graphic organizer
· Claim/Evidence/
Warrant chart


	4
	The Giver, by Lois Lowry,
Ch 16-19
	
	Standard:
RL.6.1, RL.6.2
Strategy/Skill: 
· Summarize

· Argumentative Writing

	W. 6.1, W.6.5
	SL.6.1, SL.6.3, SL.6.6
	L.6.1, L.6.2. L.6.3
	· Summary graphic organizer
· Argumentative graphic organizer that includes claim, evidence, warrant, and counterclaim/ rebuttal
· First Draft of Argumentative Writing – based on the unit prompt


	5
	The Giver, by Lois Lowry,
Ch 20-22
	
	Standard:

RL.6.1, RL 6.6
Strategy/Skill: 

· Point of View

· Argumentative Writing

· Debate

· Standard English Conventions


	W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.5, W6.9
	SL.6.1, SL.6.3, SL.6.6
	L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3
	· Debate

· Revising/Editing Checklists

· Conferences




*note: Bold standards indicates when new standard is introduced

**note: standards highlighted are the focus standards for the week
